Upstate Visual Arts’ Artist’s Hour

Tuesday, February 7, 2006
The Greenville County Library

“Ready, Set, Show! How to Prepare for Juried Shows”
with UVA Artist and Volunteer Rebecca Jonas
Moderator: Scott Mason

Minutes: Nancy Clayton

Rebecca Jonas is a multi-media artist. She is a painter, sculptor and muralist. She is also involved in the organization of the exhibit venues of Upstate Visual Arts, including the gift shop in the new UVA facility. She also participated in the 2005 Metropolitan Arts Council’s “Open Studios” Tour. 

Rebecca began by asking, “Why don’t people do what they should for shows?” 

Most of the time, once an artist has made a decision to show, questions remain about where to show and how to submit. There are a few things that an artist needs to have for preparation of work.

For one thing – what is a body of work? The Metropolitan Arts Council has criteria defining a “body of work” - 8 pieces showing continuity, growth and consistency, each ready to hang. Rebecca suggests adding three new pieces to your inventory each year that are framed and ready.

Rebecca quoted artist Doug Greer: “Showing is all about ego…yours and the judge’s.” When entering a show, you should prepare for rejection with determination. Keep trying. One nice thing about art is diversity. There is also diversity in showing venues.

So, how do you present your work? Consider #1 presentation, #2 business cards, and #3 portfolio. You have to face the computer. The photographic age freed the artist from having to paint a photo realistic record of our culture. Photography made a giant leap into the next age (for art). Rebecca carries a condensed photographic portfolio, and also a portfolio on CD.

How do you find shows? Most competitions put information out on the Internet. For example, UVA lists venues on its website, in the newsletter (and in the email version), and on the website. For other competitions, go to “Google” and search ‘art competitions.’ (Be sure to pay attention to the competition requirements for how to submit a work.)
Rebecca then discussed showing in UVA venues.

(For more details of UVA venues, consult the UVA website: www.upstatevisualarts.org)

Art in the Park occurs in the fall. This event consists of artist booths and the UVA Member and Juried Shows. Booth selection requires more investment and preparation. The artist must have a tent. For the members show, the prospectus outlines the parameters. Works are submitted on delivery day. Members may show two works, with dimension limitations. There is also a juried component to the Members Show. Juried works are selected from the submitted member works. 

Rebecca says she has been nicknamed the “Art Nazi.” When Art in the Park moved to the Governor’s school, she stood in line behind someone delivering work for seven artists. This person had no paperwork ready. On hanging day, many pieces were unlabeled, and it was very disorganized. I suggested reforms (in the procedures) for the next year. Now, I am the check-in person making sure that paperwork is complete, and the work meets the size limitations. In the first year of these new rules, I sent someone home because his work was too large, and he called me the ‘art-Nazi.’ In the second year, the same person had the correct size for one piece, but he had two pieces (and one had to be refused). In the third year, this person was no longer with us, but perhaps he was watching (and laughing) from the other side.

The Claude Smith Show and the UVA Holiday Show:

The “Claude E. Smith, Jr. Juried Show” is the UVA show held in conjunction with

Artisphere. The Holiday Show is held in December. For both of these shows, two pieces of two-dimensional or three-dimensional work may be submitted. Again, there are size limitations. All work is brought in on delivery day for jurying.

Cazbah Show:

Two or three pieces may be submitted, and the only requirement is a wine theme.

Airport Gallery:

UVA and The Spartanburg Museum share this venue. Catherine Stevens has become the director of this show. There are usually around six artists in each show with each having 4 to 5 pieces. These are always 2D work. To participate, contact the coordinator. Shows are usually themed. Submission is by photos, slides or JPGs.
(NOTE: Due to Airport renovations, this exhibit venue is no longer available.)

Commerce Club:

Rebecca has been coordinating this event at the Commerce Club at the Liberty One building for about a year now. She did six shows last year with 60-70 pieces per show. There were usually 8 artists with 8 pieces each. She has done this as a team show rather that a themed show. Selection has required JPG images from each artist of what the artist would like to show. There is no size limit and no limit on the age of the pieces. Each artist may include one piece that is not for sale. Prints are also allowed and encouraged because many new collectors might not be able to afford originals. Offering reproductions has started a new direction for UVA.

UVA Gift Shop:

This is a new venture just started in the last three months. It began with the First Friday event in December. Everything in the shop is a print, card or reproduction, and every item is priced under $125.00. To be accepted, artists must submit images by JPG. Items for sale must be wrapped and labeled. There is a 10 piece minimum per artist. We will be having a “call for Artists” soon.

Q: The Commerce Club is strictly 2D?

Rebecca: Yes, work must be able to hang on the walls. This is not a public viewing venue. This is a club for business leaders, and is a ‘high profile’ art audience. The airport is also high profile (with many people passing through), while the Cazbah Show reaches a social crowd. Smaller works have been selling best there. The Commerce Club has sold mostly reproductions. Art in the Park is one of UVA’s biggest events, while Artisphere is mainly a MAC (Metropolitan Arts Council) event. The Claude Smith Show is also high profile, with the opening at one of the First Friday events. On First Fridays, many of the 24 galleries are open (in downtown Greenville). At the UVA gallery, there is usually a single or a two-person event. This opportunity is by invitation only. To be considered, submit works in JPG format to Joyce Moore (joyce.moore@charter.net). The artist needs to have between 30 and 40 pieces ready for display. The UVA venue for the (upcoming) Claude Smith show has not been determined. David Starzec has offered his gallery on Main Street for the Member Show. 
(NOTE: This venue has now been determined and the Claude E. Smith, Jr. Juried Show will be displayed at 640 S. Main St.)
Rebecca will be putting together a brochure with contact information for all UVA Shows. (Until then, refer to the UVA website – www.upstatevisualarts.org for more information) 

And remember, all people who are contacts for the venues are volunteers. Rebecca puts in 300-400 hours per year. It is for the common good of all UVA members. So be considerate of the volunteer’s time when you apply. Know the parameters and requirements. Over half of the venues will require JPG submissions. Of course, slides are often accepted and sometimes required, and now, photographs can be made into slides. J & D photo on Augusta can convert photos and digital scans into slides for you. 

Framing and Presentation: Rebecca gave suggestions for framing and presentation.

- Hold costs down by using standardized framing sizes: 8x10, 11x14, 18x24, and 24x26.
- If you are painting 24x36 paintings, use museum wrap canvas, with no staples showing. Or, use finishing strips to finish off the sides, but please paint them.

- Use interchangeable frames with elastic strips on the back of frames for reuse.

- For under glass showing, try to keep sizes standardized.

- When trying to sell your art, avoid big gaudy frames. Come up a notch to the level of the competition.

- Use museum quality matting for preservation of your work.

- Adding a fillet dresses up a work.

- Watch out for sales (such as at Michaels)
(NOTE – UVA Members now receive 10% off all regular priced items at Michaels.)

- You can’t go wrong with simple frames.
- Most galleries and shows want work under Plexiglas. This is good because in fast moving setups, accidents can happen. Take your frame with you to Home Depot to ensure a proper fit (since Plexiglas if difficult to cut).

- DO NOT USE Duct tape or electrical tape (it becomes sticky when it gets warm).
- The framer’s standard for hooks is 1/3 of the way down. The wire should be below two inches from the top of the frame. (At Art in the Park we have a table to fix framing).
Q: Do you have suggestions for the display of 2D work?

Rebecca: Go prepared. Make yourself some boxes (for display pedestals) Carry your tool box to the installation. I keep a tackle box of supplies at all installations. Dish crate boxes from U Haul make a good pedestal (with a plywood top).

